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To che Right Hon. the 


Logv HARRINGTON 


MY LORD, 


ARDON me, my Lord, that 
[ preſume to break, in upon your 


Lor 22 Goodneſs, in offering to your 


Conſuderation theſe few unpoliſhed Lines; 


nor can I conceive they will be ungrateful 


to you ſince they only treat of a Sub- 


ject wherem you bear a Part. I muſt 


confeſs I could ſcarce contain myſelf, 
_ I E. a late party- colour d 
Pamphlet that was publiſhed the other 


Day. by the Publiſher of the Craftſman 


and his Aſſociates that were linked to- 
15 in a ſtrict Union and Confe- 


deracy, to aſperſe the Conduct of the 
preſent Miniſtry, in relation to the 
Peace, an Affair that you were ſolici- 


Tots h 
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The Dedication.. 
tous to bring to bear; nor was there 
much Reaſon to doubt of ſucceeding 
whilſt the Management was placed into 
the Hands of ſo prudent and able a 
Stateſman, whoſe Predeceſſors have been 
fo ſerviceable to the wholeCommunity, that 
have ſpent their vital Spirits, and ex- 
hau ſted their Blood, aud have cheerfully 
run thro the Fatigues of tedious and 
dangerous Campaigns, to preſerve our re- 
lizious Rights, and the Liberty and pro- 
perty of the People, that valuable 


or rather ineſtimable Fewel that was 


granted to us when we had the Confir- 
mation of the Great Charter in the 


Reign of Ring Henry III. with the fe- 
vereft Anathema's on the Infringers of 


it that State or Religion can deviſe. 


Know ye, ſaid the Ring in his Litro- 
auction, that we in the Fear of God, 
for the Salvation of our Souls, the 
Exaltation of the Church, and the 
Amendment of this Kingdom: I: 
which Words are contained the Metives 
ccc. 5 . oo that 


Te Dedication. 
| that induced the King to make that > 
| Grant. 3 e 
B But now, my Lord, I conſider the 
nal Cauſe of that Grant, which was for 
| the Reformation of ill Cuſtoms that bad 
crept into the Law; he therefore that 
N endeavours to preſerve the Law, and the 
i 2 Conſtitution both in Church aud State, 
in that primitive Purity (ben we firſt 
1, received: the Great Charter which is 4 
|  yuft equilibrium or Ballance of Power ) 
gels the Part of a faithful Subject, 
and deſervedly ought to be careſs'd and © 
promoted to Dignity, as a grateful ac- 
knowl:dgment of his good Stewardſhip : 
From hence it is inductively demon ſtra- 
ble, that if the Eſtabliſhment of good 
Laus (which were never better ſecured 
than at preſent) be the Way to procure 
ſuch ineſtimable Happmeſs, the conti- 
nuance of bad Cuſtoms and Oppreſſion, 
inclines to all the contrary Conſequences ; 
that is, to be diſhonourable to God, ha- 
Tardous to Salvation, and injurious to 

—_ the 
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The Dedication. 


the church. The Reaſon perbaps why 


| Machiavel aſcribes a more exalted Re- 


own to thoſe Stateſmen who reform the 


Corruptions of a diſordered State, than 


to thoſe that continue the good Govern- 


ment which they found grounded on this 


ſolid Maxim, that fuch Act of Refor- 
mation is of that high Merit, that it pro- 
duces a Benefit of the Good, exceeding 


the . Miſchief of the Evil. E Uera- 


mante (ſays he) un prencipe cercan- 


do la gloriz delmondo deverebbe 
deſiderare di poſſedere una citta Cor 
zotta non par Guaſtarlo come Cæ- 
ſare, mapar Riordinarla come Ro- 
mulo, A Prince ambitious of the Ho- 
nour of this World, would deſire to come 
to aKingdom under the corruption of 
Ill cuſtoms, not to ruin it like Cæſar, 


but to reform it like Romulus. 


Mpen we conſider the deſtructive Mea- 


* 
1 


ſures that were taken at a certain T me 


to introduce Popery and Arbitrary | 
Government, when Liberty and Pro- 
2 Perg 


The Dedication. 
perty lay tottering upon the Brink of 
Ruin by the Machinations, and the per- 
| Verſe and wicked Principles of an in- 
tereſted Faction. I we but look, at the 
Situation of the preſent Poſture of our 
A fairs, as a ſingle Inſtance of the Al- 
mighty's Goodneſs and Clemency 
towards us, in fixing the Mendine of our 
| Proſperity by the Acceſſion of his late 


' _ Majeſty to the Imperial Crown of theſe 


Rea ms. 


That your Lordſhip kl e may 
live long to be a ſtrenuous Aſſertor of the 
Rights and Liberties of the People to the 
temporal Peace and Felicity of bis Ma- 


jeſty and his faithful Subjects, be 


the continual Prayers of, 


Your Lordſhip” = 
Moſt Humble S | 
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| PoLITICAL AFFAIRS 


A 


Relating to 


GREAT-BRITAIN. 


Wicked Orator pollutes the Law, 
and miſconſtrues the moſt regu- 
lar Actions, defending Falſhood 
by Fallacy, and Impoſture by 


their Succeſſes for a time, and carry with 


them the Sanction of - ſome inconſiderate 


People; yet, no ſooner are they, diſcovered 
and ſet in their proper Colours, but they 

are obſerved with that Deteſtation and that 
juſt Reſentment that is due to fo vile an 


N * 0 — 


Impoſture. 


SS mw 


deceirful Arguments; which, tho' they have 


— 


11 
 Tarxe being a Pamphlet publiſh'd a 
few Days ſince by the Author of the 
Craftſman, wherein he gives the World a 


Tong detail or ſpurious Catalogue of primary 


Cauſes, Accidents and Events, in relation 
to the management of Publick Affairs; 
whereby he would fain arraign the Conduct 
of a certain Miniſter of State, whoſe inde- 
fatigable Labour, Pains and Induſtry, for 
Years paſt, have been calculated for pub- 


lick Utility and the Benefit 'of the whole 


Community. I thought it a Point of duty 
incumbent on me, in Juſtice to the Conduct 
of that great Man, to dete& the Author 
and his manifeſt Prevarications, feign'd 
and ſophiſtical Arguments, and many pal- 
pable Errors, | 


Hz tells us, that in the Year 1720, we 


had Aſſurances from the Crown that we 


were in Peace with all Powers abroad; and 


that we were offer'd the Mediatorſhip in 
Con junction with France, in order to ter- 
aninate the Differences betwixt Germany 
and Spain; but he has forgot to hint, that 


we were only Nominees, without Power or 
Authority, to make a final End, and an 
_ amicable Determination, Spain having re- 


poſed all her Confidence in the Fidelity 
and 8 of France; and therefore 
his Majeſty th 


bable to ſuppoſe that the Spaniards could 


| fo ſoon, ex Corde, forget the Loſs they 
ſuſtained by the Britih Fleet in that me- 
A morable 


ought himfelf obliged itt 
honour to tefuſe the Offer. Nor is it pro- 


| L111 
maorable Sea-fight near the Sicilian Coaſt, 
do put any Confidence in us. No, theſe = 
| are airy Notions, fond Ideas, and carry no- 

thing with them but Scandal and Re- 


1 I have ſeen a Lark, when too cloſely pur- 
J. ſued by a Bird of Prey, throw himſelf for 
ſhelter and ſel-preſervation into. the Arms 
of a Man, chooſing rather to truſt itſelf to 
the Power of a Foe that might have Lenity 
and Compaſſion enough to conſider — 
Diſtreſs, than to an enraged, relentleſs and 
1 avowed Enemy, that neither wanted Abi- 
Iity. nor Inclination to deſtroy it. This 
Simile will bear a parallel to the Situation 
of the Spaniſh Affairs at that critical Junc- 
ture, when they offer'd us in part the Me- 
diation : Fox whereas, without any previ- 
ous Declaration of War, or any other Pro- 
| vocation than their inſatiable Ayarice and 
/ unbounded Ambition, the Spaniards, like 
; a ſudden Inundation, had over-run Sardinia, 
1 and by Force of Arms re. united that diſ- 
member'd Part to the Spaniſh Monarchy. 
Pluſh'd and tranſported with their Succefs, 
i they were reſolved likewiſe to reduce Sicily 
to their Obedience; and, in order to effect 
their Deſign, invaded that Iſland with a nu- 
merous Army, well. furniſhed with all the 
neceſlary Implements for War, As this 
was a plain and demonſtrative Proof of the 
Violation of the Treaty of Utrecht, Great 
Britain was obliged, as a Friend and an 
Ally, to ſupport” and Wok the Empe- 
2 


ror 
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ror's and the preſent Sardinian King's Pre- 
tenſions to thoſe two conſiderable Itlands , 
and the King of Spain having, before the 


figning of the Peace, reſign'd all Right, Ti- 


tle, intereſt and Property to them. When 
therefore he plainly ſaw the Avenues to 


that Iſland block'd up by the Britih Fleet, 


his Affairs in a declining Condition, his 
Army half ſtarved and reduced, without 
hopes of being eitherſupplied or reinforced; 
the German Army confiderably augmented 
by the arrival of freſh Troops from Italy, 
he began, Proteus like, to change his Shape, 
in order to prevent the total Ruin of that 
Army, which was compoſed of the beſt 


Veteran Troops in his Kingdom. Upon 


theſe intereſted Views, it was no wonder if 
he applied himſelf to Great Britain to com- 
poſe the Differences between the contend- 
ing Powers, having it at that Time in her 
Power to turn the Ballance which Way ſhe 


pleas'd; the Fate of Sicily depending up- 


on the ſeaſonable Affiſtance ſhe ſent thi> 
—_ e . 


Ur ON | theſe Conſiderations they flew 


into the Arms of Great Britain, as to a ſafe 


Aſſylum, by whoſe Influence they enter- 
tain'd hopes of retrieving their deſperate 


Fortune. They were certain that we were 
| Jealous of their Proceedings; and that if 


they had ſucceeded in Sicily, their next 


attempt would have been on the Ifland of 


Minorca : And tho! they had ſufficienthy 
experienced our Courage and Conduct, me 
18 | that 


RED 
that we had thoſe at the Helm of Affairs of 
great Penetration and Foreſight, Abilities, 
unwearied Diligence and Application in 
their ſeveral Stations; yet they had ſuch a 
Confidence in our honeſt generous Nature, 
that we could as eaſily forgive as revenge 
an Injury; and as we had no other Views 
but to keep an equal Poiſe, a Ballance of 
Power in Europe, we would perſwade the 
Tmperialifts to 5 them return ſafe under 
Cæſar's Conduct, being at that time Maſters 
olf the Mediterranean Sea. 


For when the violent Winds and Seas do jar, 
And raiſe amidſt themſelves a Civil Way © 
The Sand does proudly ride the troubled: 
I aves, oh | 
And, Neptune like, fam'd Britain rules the 
, Seas, 5 . | + TIT 
WEN therefore whilſt we were employ⸗ 
ing our good Offices to compoſe the Diffe- 
rences between thoſe two Potentates, they 
had, without our Knowledge or Conſent, - 
reſolved to adjuſt Matters amicably among 
themſelves. No conſiderate . Perſon can 
juſtly blame the Miniftry for being alarm'd 
at their Proceedings, and for endeavouring 
to provide for their Security by a counter 
Alliance, which was happily begun and 
finiſhed with unwearied Diligence at Ha- 
over, to the Terror and Aſtoniſhment of 
the Vienna Allies, who began to diſavow 
thoſe ſecret Articles that had deſervedhy 
given umbrage to the Briti/h Nation, who. 
SI] - were 


= 


II 
were timely provided to prevent the Exe- 
cution of their Schemes. | | 


TRE Author of the Craftſman, and his 
Adherents, would fain induce us to believe, 
that the firſt Motive to that ſudden unac- 
countable and formidable Union, was the 
ſending back the Infanta to Spain. This 
was an Affront they could not eaſily digeſt; 
but we do not find that they took any other 
Meaſure to be revenged for the Indignity 
offered, than the ſending back the Regent's. 
Daughter to her Parents, which could not 
well irritate or influence the French Coun- 

cils, ſeeing it was only paying them in 
their own Coin. 09 EY” 


1 TRE ſecond was, the refuſing to deliver 
| up the Fortreſs of Gibraltar into the Hands 
of the Spamards, in purſuance of a politiye 
Engagement, and founded on a Letter from 
his late Majeſty to the King of Spain. I | 
have read in the Craftſman, chat there was 
ſuch a Letter, and that the Words of it in 
relation to Gibraltar, were, that he would 
make them eaſy as to that Affair; yet thoſe 
Words do not ſimply imply that he would 
peaceably deliver it to them. When Per- 
ſons are in anxiety and doubt, betwixt 
hopes and defpair, and reſtleſs and ſolici- 
| tous to know the event and determination 
1: of an Affair, to keep them in ſuſpence, and 
ſtill give them hopes of attaining their 
Point, is no poſitive grant; nor do the Pre- 
miſſes quoted in the Craftſmay — | 
$1} uc 
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ſuch a regular Concluſion. Beſides, I ds 


not find that this nice Subject was ever 


moved, or ſo much as mentioned in Parlia- 


ment; therefore it is my Opinion, that no 
wiſe Man durſt attempt to perſwade his late 
Majeſty to a Concetlion ſo highly detri- 
mental to the common and united Intereſt 
of his native Country, without the Vote or 
Conſent of the Repreſentatives of the Na- 


tion, ſeeing he lay liable to a Proſecution, 


a Bill of Attainder in Parliament, from 
which neither the Affection of his Prince, 
nor his feign'd Innocence, could ſecure him, 
till he had fallen a Sacrifice to the juſt Re- 
ſentment of an injured People. 3 


I do not deny, but that all Nations have, 
ex Fure divino, a Right to enter into En- 


r their mutual Benefit and Advantage; 
but then the Articles of ſuch Confederacies 


are generally made publick; they are not 


kept as a Secret to hoodwink their Neigh- 
bours, and lull them into a lethargick Secu- 
rity, till their Affairs are brought to a Cri- 
is, and are ripe for Action, - 


Warn we conſider the vaſl Expence, and 
how much Blood and Treaſure was expend- 


ed in the War declared againſt the united 


Monarchy of France and Spazz in the Year 
1701. to ſupport the Pretenſions of the 
| Houſe of Auſtria to maintain the Right and 
Title of the preſent Emperor Charles to the 
Pominions of Spain; That the Imperial 


— — — 


- 


agements, Leagues oftenſive and defenſive, 


Diadem 
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[16] 
Diadem, which now he wears, lay tottering 
over his Father's Head, when falſe Bavaria, 
regarding his private Intereſt more than his 
Puty and Allegiance, having defeated Ge- 
neral Pleſſe at Scardingen, and the Prince of 
Brandenburgh Anſpach in the Upper Palati- 
nate, join'd the French Army, under the 


Command of the Marſhal Pillars, which oc- 
caſioned the greateſt Conſternation in the 


Empire; where Things would have been re- 
duced to the utmoſt Extremity, had it not 
been for the timely Afliſtance ſent thither 
under the Command of that victorious Ge- 
neral Fohn, Duke of Marlborough, who ha- 


ving given the French the flip, began his 


march from the Moſelle toward. the Danube, 
on the 18th Day of March, 1704, and 
join'd Prince Lewis of Baden on the 22d of 
Fune following. He was no ſooner arriv'd, 
but he immediately forc'd the Bavarians in 
their ſtrong Intrenchments at the Paſs of 


| Donawaert, which was 2 prelude to their 


Succeſs at that memorable and famous Battle 


at Hochſtedt, where the French Army was 


entirely defeated, after the Loſs of 13000 
taken Priſoners, with 27 General Officers; 
Marſhal Tallard being of that Number, and 
1200 Colonels, . Lieutenant Colonels, &c. 
excluſive of 27000 Men kilPd and drowned 
in the Danube. This Succeſs. was followed 
with the Conqueft of all Bavaria; and the 
Germans freed from their. Apprehenſions 
and the diſmal Conſequences and Calami⸗ 
ties of a deſtructive War. , Theſe Circum- 
ſtances conſider d, ſure I amat 1s ee, 
0 


171 


of the higheſt Nature, and the black 


ue, to harbour even a Thought that tended 
to the Prejudice, much more to enter into a 
Combination and a Confederacy to ſubvert 


the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution of Great Bri- 


tain, But . 
Ingratum ſi dixeris, omnia dixeris, 


Ts certain Spain and the Empire were either 

aſhamed of their Actions, or afraid to publiſh. 
their Deſigns, leaſt Great Britain, being juſt- 
ly alarmed at their cloſe Intrigues, ſhould 
be upon her guard, and prevent the execu- 
tion of them. But what adds moſt to our 


Admiration, is, that (regardleſs of the good 


Offices, and the ſignal Favours received 
from this Nation) Charles ſhould enter into 
an Aſſociation againſt one of the Princes of 
the Empire, whofe Predeceſſors have always 
exerted themſelves for the Intereſt and Wet 
fare of his Family. 


Ovr Author was pleas'd to ſay, that we 
might have ſafely acceded to the Treaty as 
we were invited to do. But to what Part 
of it were we invited? Were we deſired to 
accede to theſe following Articles? Fiat, 
That the King of Spain had engaged himſelf 
to ſupport his Imperial Majeſty by force of 
Arms, in carrying on a Trade from Oſtend 


to the Eaſt Indies, and had given him great- 


er Privileges in the Weſt Indies than to the 
Engliſh , by which he would be in a Condi- 
tion to foreſtal our Markets there; and by 


C vending 
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vending thoſe Commodities in Exrope at a 


much cheaper Price than we could afford 
them, engroſs the whole Trade to him 
fel Secondly, That his Imperial Majeſty 
had taken a like Engagement to aſſiſt the 
King of Spain to wreſt Gibraltar out of our 
Hands. But to prove this Article a vain 
ſurmize, he tells us, that the Emperor did 
not give the King of Spain any Aſſiſtance 


during the Siege of Gibraltar, which is pro- 


bable he would have done, if there had been 
ſuch an Engagement betwixt them. To this 
F anſwer, that as the King of Spain wanted 
no Aſſiſtance, having competent Forces to 
attack it with Succeſs, were it not ſecurec 
by its Situation, and the obſtrnate Reſiſt- 
ance the Garriſon. made. Thirdly, That 
they had both Jointly engaged to make an 


Attempt in favour of the Pretender, and to 


Tet him on the Throne of Great Britain. 
Fourthly, That a Marriage was agreed upon 


between Don Carlos, and the eldeſt Carolina, 


Arch-Dutchets: 


TREsE Articles conſider'd, not onlyaffront 
the Dignity of the Crown, but ſtrike at the 
very Root of our fundamental Laws, the 
Lives, the Liberty and Property of the 
People; who can blame the Miniſtry for 
their precaution? A Man that ſtands ſtill, 
and will not defend himſelf when he has it 
in his Power, derogates from the Dignity 
of his Manhood, and may properly be ſaid 
to be a Felo de ſe. „ N 


WI 


* 
— 
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Wx find it experienced every Day, that 
Perſons charged with Criminal Cauſes will 
deny the Facts to juſtify their Innocence: 
Why then ſhould we admire that the Em- 
peror, when he found himſelf detected in 


thoſe deſtructive Meaſures which he had 
concerted, in conjunction with Spain; that 


formidable Union, which not only threat- 


en'd Europe with the neceſſary Calamities 
of a premeditated War, hut tended to an 
abſolute Dominion, an univerſal Monarchy, 
ſhould, zpſo facto, declare the Report of the 


ſecret Treaty to be a falſe Adlertion, a 


groundleſs Surmize. 


THE Deſigns of Spain were ſo evident 
from the Execution of them, that there was 
no room for any Scrutiny; nor need the 
Author of the Enquiry have given himſelf 
much trouble about it, ſince it was obvious 
to the meaneſt Capacity, by their ſecret 
and clandeſtine Act ions, that latet Anguis in 
Herba; for the Spamards had ſtifled their Re- 
ſentments for any ſuppoſed Injury received, 
and for the Loſs of their gallant Fleet, with- 
out any previous Declaration of War, -or 
any HoſtHities committed before that fatal 


Tre only Motive to the Hanover Al- 
liance, was the Neceſſity we were under at 


that Time to enter into an Engagement for 
our common Safety and mutual Intereſt; 
and as Self-Preſeryation is the firſt Principle 


C2 bt of 


| 
| 
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of Nature, our Miniſtry may be ſaid in 
this Affair to act by a natural Inſtinct for 


the Security of themſelves, and their Allies; 
and whatever may be the Opinion of ſome 
People, the Event juſtifies their Proceedings, 


| ſince we have at laſt obtained a Peace on 


very advantagious Terms. 


IHE Germans indeed, to palliate the 
Matter, have loudly exclaimed againit our 
Way of Proceeding; that we firſt deſerted 
their Intereſt, and left them to ſhift for 
themſelves. But how to prove this Poſition 
3s a Query that wants a Solution; for it is 
evident, that the Treaty of Vienna was con- 
cluded and ratified before the Treaty of 


Hauoper had a Beginning. It was the ſecret 


offenſive Alliance that raisq our Indigna- 
tion, alarm'd our Fears, and put us upon 
our Guard, and induced us to enter upon 


thoſe Negotiations with our good and faith- 
ful Allies, which have ſtruck a damp on 


the vigorous Reſolutions that were concerted 
betwixt his Imperial Majeſty and the King 
of Spain. e 3 


Tur ſending a ſtrong Squadron to the 
Weft Indies has been highly aggravated at 
ſundry Times. I ſhall not take upon me 
to ali;gn the Reaſon that obliged the Mini- 


#ry to purſue ſuch extraordinary Meaſures, 


which coſt ſo much Maney, and deſtroyed 
10 many of his Majeſty's faithful Subjects; 
but it is certain, that the Stationing the 
Flect in thaſe Parts, prevented the con- 

| | Junction 
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junction of the Flotilla with the Galleons; 


and the return of thoſe two important Fleets 
from Ta Vera C uA and Porto Bello, and diſ- 


abled his Catholick Majeſty from — | 


his Engagements with the Emperor; an 
conſequently prevented an open Rupture, 
and .the diſmal Conſequences and Deprada- 
tions of a War, in which moſt of the Powers 
in Europe muſt have been engaged. 


TRE ſecond Fleet was ſent to the Bal- 


tick, to prevent the Muſcovites favouring 
the Cauſe of the Duke of Holſtein, and the 


kindling a War in the North, which would 
have ſo effectually employed ſome of the 
Hanover Allies, that, in Caſe of Neceſſity, 
they could not have furniſhed their ſtipu- 
lated Quota's, „ N 


THE third was ſent to the Mediterranean, 


to ſecure Gibraltar againſt the Inſults of 


the Spaniards, who at that Time had cloſely 
beſieged it, the weakeſt Part of the For- 
tifications lying towards the Sea, and to 
cruiſe in thoſe Parts, and watch the Mo- 
tions of the Enemy; for while the Com- 
munication was open that Way, we could 
ſupply that important Place from Time 
to Time with ſeaſonable Succours for its 
Defence, and gall the Spamards in their 
Intrenchments, they having already com- 


menced Hoſtilities againſt that impregnable 


Fortreſs, in hopes to recover it out of the 
Hands of the Exgliſb. | 


* 
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If is natural for a Man when he is charged $5 


with a Deſign to execute a Project, to deny 
the Fact, becauſe their is no ſtated and po- 
Iitive Proof to the Matter contained in the 
Allegations againſt him. This abſolute De- 
nial does not proceed from the Intention to 
vindicate his Innocence, but out of an ab- 
ject, depraved and puſilanimous Nature; for, 
like a Thief, he reſolves upon Darkneſs and 
Obſcurity to execute his intended Project, 
becauſe his Actions will not bear the Touch- 
ſtone of downright Integrity, and plain 
Dealing above-board. Hence it is a demon- 
ſtrative Evidence that the Secret Offenſive 
Alliance concluded at Vienna, from its Em- 
brio, was patched up with baſe and treache- 
rous Machinations, deſtructive to the com- 
mon and united Intereſt of the whole Com- 
munity : For whereas all thoſe Bleſſings 
that we enjoy at preſent, a free and unin- 
terrupted Exerciſe of our religious Rights, 
the Liberty and Property of the People are 
ſecured by the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, to 
attempt to impoſe upon us a Pſeudo Muſta- 
pha, or a falſe Plautagenet (a Perſon that 
even allowing him to have been leg;timately 
born, is excluded from any Dominion, any 
Power or Authority in theſe Kingdoms) as 
to ſap the very Foundation of our happy 
Conſtitution, and to bring us under the dit- 
mal Conſequences of Tyranny, Slavery 
and ablolute Dominion, 
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CxRTAINLX the Government of Great 
Britain cannot be ſaid to ſtand upon a ſlight 
and ſhppery Foundation that has ſtood ſo 


long upon the ſingle Baſis, of her own fun- 


damental and ſalutary Laws: And it is ob- 
fervable that England firſt began to floariſh 
when theLaws being reduced into one Body, 
were under the Direction of one univerſal 
Monarchy : Nor could the Breach of a Nor- 
man Conqueſt hinder the Chaſms of long 


enjoy'd Liberty, from uniting again, and 


cloſing itſelf more firmly with the Cement 
of its former Conſtitutions, calculated by 


ſo many Kings of this Iſland for the Meri- 


dian of Engliſh Freedom; whoever therefore 
would endeavour to fubvert or break thro? 
| thoſe Laws ſtrikes at our Conſtitution, and 
thereby invades the Liberty and Property 


of a free-born People, and can be rated no 
other than a publick and an avow'd Enemy 


to the Body-politick of this Nation, * 


To come to Particulars ; the Statutes are 


made not only by the Princes aſſent, but 
alſo by the Conſent of the People, fo that 
of Neceſſity they muſt procure them Wealth 
and Proſperity, and in no wiſe tend to the 
Prejudice and Deſtruction of them; and it 
cannot be thought but that they are inceſ- 
fantly repleniſh'd with much Caution 


and Wiſdom ; feeing they are ordained not 


by the Providence or Deliberation of one 
Man alone, but of more than five hundred 
choſen Perſons, 
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* By this Means the Lives and Eſtates of 
the People of this Nation are in a great 
Meaſure ſecured ; For that no Perfon can 
be depriv'd of his Poſſeſlions if his Fenure 
be Juſt and equitable: Nor 1s his Life or 
Liberty liable to the Blaſts of Arbitrary 
Power, ſo that the Courts of Juſtice are as 
it were publick Regiſters, ready to give an. 
Account of all the particular Actions and 
Demeanor of the Law, infomuch that the 
Law itſelf may, in a Manner, be faid to 
be upon its Good Behaviour in the juſt and 
equal Diſtribution of Juſtice betwixt Party 

and Party. 8 


Non is Faction leſs dangerous, which 
ſeldom make a true Conſtruction of the 

 Materiz Intentions, but carries with it a 
premeditated Prejudice, and an opinionated 

Zeal for private Advantages, and biaſs'd 
Intereſt. Thus a Ghibelline is a forejudg'd 
Offender right or wrong in the Breaſt of a 
Guelph ; and a Guelph 1s condemned without 
any further Conſideration by the Verdict of 
a Chibellme, In ſuch Caſes the moſt regu- 
lar Actions are miſconſtrued to the Diſad- 
vantage of the Party that their Spleen and 
Rancour is levelPd at: Nor can he be 
thought an honeſt or upright Man, maugre 
his Inclinations and his Actions, which are 
only calculated for publick Benefit and 

Advantage. 1 


HENCE 


25 
H x ch it is that we daily ſee ſo many 
Libels publiſhed againſt the Conduct and 
frugal Management of Great Men, branded 
with Infamy and Diſgrace, and charged 


with converting immenſe Sums annually to 


their own private Uſe, purely to keep up 
the Spirits of a declining Faction; and 


with an Intent to poſſeſs thoſe Stations 


When Time and Opportunity ſerve, or to 


get large Penſions to ſooth their Temper 


and calm the unruly Tempeſt that lies lurk- 
Ing within their Breaſts ; when no doubt if 
the Scale was turned, and they had poſſeſs'd 


thoſe very Stations, they would certainly 


follow their Footſteps to promote the Gran - 


deur and Dignity of their reſpective. 


Families. 


I remember in the latter End of King 
William's Reign to have read a Pamphlet, 
intitled The Kentiſh Worthies, which gives 
us a lively Inſtance of ſuch Tergiverſation. 


Ton true- horn Engliſh Men proceed, 
Some triſlirg Ci mes detect; 

Let the Poor ſtarve, Religion Bleed, 
The Dutch bz d— 4, the French ſucceed, 
Aud all thro your Neglect. 


H- once was thought an honeſt Man, 
But now the Tool of Glory; 
He for his Country firſt began, 
But afterwards turn'd Cat in Pan, 
And flinks like any Ty. 2 
D Trtrs 
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Tars was writ to Reproach the Turn- 
Coats, who, not 1o much in oppoſition to the 
Intereſt of the Crown, as to gratify a pri- 
vate Pique they had againſt fome of the 
Courtiers, refuſed to grant an Aid to his 
Majeſty, to enable him to revenge an In- 
dignity for proclaiming the Chevalier de St. 
George, after the Deceaſe of his pretended 
Father, the King of Great Britain, France 
and Ireland: And ſtill obſtinately perſiſted 
to Vote againſt it, till the Nation in gene- 
ral, being alarmed at their Way of Proceed- 
ing, threaten'd ſuch Members, that if they 
did not ſpeedily comply with the juſt and 
regular Demands of his Majeſty, that ne 
ther they nor theirs ſhould ever have the 
_ Honour to fit in that honourable Aſſembly; 
that they would brand their Memory with _ 
fuch an Odium, that even their Poſterity 
ſhould feel the juſt Reſentments of an in- 
jured People. * 


THe general and approved Maxim of the 
ableſt Stateſmen, and wiſeſt Politicians,. 
which is to recruit and augment their For- 
ces, upon the leaſt Sufpicion or certain In- 
telligence of any Rupture, will undoubtealy 
juſtify the Conduct and prudent Manage- 
ment oF our Miniſtry in the augmentation 
of the Land Forces, which was but very 
inconſiderable, there being no int ire Regi- 
ments rais'd but only an addition of a fmall 
Number of Men to each Troop and Com- 
pany, which coulil not overburden the Na- 
7 F | on. 
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tion. For no neceſſary Chargejfor our com- 


mon Security, in a national Defence, can 


properly be rated as ſuch. No ſooner was 
the Storm blown. over, the Peace betwixt 
the King of Great Britain and his Catholick 
Majeſty ſigned at Seville, which has been 
dextrouſly canvaſsd by ſome Gentlemen 
amongſt us, but thoſe heavy Expences (as 
they are pleas d to call them) were immedi- 


ately retrench'd by a conſiderable Reduc- 


tion of the Land Forces throughout the Do- 

_ minions of Great Britain; ſo that it cannot 

be averr'd, that a ſtanding Army was kept 

up and maintained, ad terrorem, but ad ſe- 
curitatem populi. 


THE Decay of Trade is an accidental 
Misfortune that very often happens when 
Hoſtilities are commenced between power- 
ful Nations, who neither want Ability nor 
Inclination to revenge an Injury received 


on either Side, and where the Manufacture 


and Staple Commodity is monopolized and 
engroſſed by a ſmall Number of People, 
who having aftluence of Wealth enough to 


_ ſupport them for a while, without carrying 


on the Buſineſs, lie ſtill, to oblige the La- 
bourers in the ſeveral Branches of the Trade 
to work at under Prices, or not work at all. 


This irregular Way of Proceeding impove- 


Tiſhes the Manufacturers, renders them 
heartleſs at their Labour; and the Commo- 
dities not being wrought ſo firm and fo com- 
pleat as they have been in former Ages, 


03 | Conli- 


Lehen the Manufacturers had a valuable 


1 


Conſideration for their daily Labour ar 
Piece Work) are either diſregarded or under 
rated in foreign Parts: And the Merchants 
Not having thoſe valuable Returns as for- 

merly, are careleſs and indifferent whether 
they tranſport any Abroad, or at moſt ſend 
no more than is requiſite to compleat the 
Cargo of their Ships, This is evident from 
the Tumults and Inſurrections that have 
frequently happened in ſeveral Parts of this 

Kingdom. VVV 


AnoTHFR Inſtance is the many great 
and frequent Loſſes which our Merchants 
have ſuſtained in America by the Spaniſh 
Guards las Coftas. But as their Misfortunes 
are owing to their Avarice and their inor- 
dinate Deſire of Lucre, I cannot ſee wh 
they can juitly be imputed to the Conduct 
of their Miniſtry. * Their carrying on a 
contraband Trade, their lying and lurking 
along the Sea Coaſts to cut and bear away 
clandeſtinely their Logwood, or to vend 
their Commodities to the Inland Inhabitants, 
which are prohibited in thoſe Countries, 
Tubjze&t them to many Inconveniencies. 
For as in reality, by their private Way of 
Trading, they are looked upon às Smuglers 
by the Hanz Laws, whenever they are 
taken they forfeit both Ship and Cargo, are 
made a Prize, and as ſuch their Effects are 
confiſcated and condemined; and this is no 
more than what is practisd in England; for 
if a Frenchman, which is now an Ally, ſhall 
come into the Channel with an Intent to 

RET run 


run Goods, he forfeits (if taken) both Shin 
and Cargo. Why then ſhould we condemn 
"theſe Actions in Foreigners as unjuſt and 
illegal, which we frequently commit our 
ſelves ? I only defire thoſe Gentlemen that 
have ſo loudly and ſo frenuouſly exclaim'd 
againſt thoſe Loſſes, to inform me if his 
Neighbours Cattle ſhould treſpaſs upon his 
Ground, whether he would not Pound them 

till he ſhould make good the Damage he 
ſuſtained, by the Rule of Proportion, why 
ſhould he blame his Neighbour for paying 
him in his own Coin? by making Repriſals, 


. nd 7 


as he had done before. 


I come next to the ſigning Preliminaries 


for a general Pacification, which was on the 


26th of May, O. S. in the Year 1727. by 
the Plenipotentiaries of his Imperial Ma- 


| jeſty, his Britanuick Majeſty, the King of | 


France, and the States General; and the 
2d Day of Fune following, O. S. they were 
ſigned at Vienna by the Miniſter of his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty, and that four Months 
after the Signing a Congreſs was to be held, 
In which the Rights and the Pretenſions of 
the contracting Powers ſhould be examined, 
diſcuſſed and determined; and tho! the Suc- 


ceſs did not anſwer our Expectations, the 


Peace being retarded hy reaſon that the 


Court of Spain ſtarted new Difficulties, pre- 


tending that ſome of the Articles were ſo 
obſcure that they wanted an Explanation 
he having declared that he was not obliged 
to raiſe the Siege of Gibralter, becauſe a 
1 Sg en 
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Suſpenſion of Arms could not be taken in 
Jo large an Acceptation, and the ee 


the Trenches, and raiſing the Siege, coul 

not be miſconſtrued for a bare forbearance 
of Hoſtilities; and if the deſired Succeſs 
did not for a confiderable Time fully anſwer 
bur ExpeQation, we ought to impute the 
Cauſe to the' wavering Diſpoſition of the 
Spaniards, who for a while have kept us in 
Suſpence, to wait an Opportunity which 
perhaps they had reaſon to expect, from the 
reſtleſs and ungoverned Temper of ſome 
People, and the Seeds of Diſſenſion that 
ale ſown among us, and not to any Defect 


and. Neglect in the Miniſtry. 


'ByT when they found by our hoſtile Pre- 
parations that we were no longer to be tri- 
fied with, having wofully experienced the 
Force of our Arms in the Reign of Lewis 
the XIVth, and that, irritated at their De- 
meanour, we began to be in earneſt, and 
were reſolved to exert ourſelves, and make 
them ſenſible that as pax queritur bello, we 
would no longer defer the Execution of 
thoſe Meaſures which were concerted with 
our Allies; the Dutch having joined us at 
Spithead with 13 Men of War, No ſooner 
was our Embaſlador arrived at Seville, but 
his Catholick Majeſty ſign'd the long ex- 
pected Peace, the Articles of which being 
already made Publick, I forbear to men- 


tion: Let this ſuffice, that we have at laſt 
obtained a very advantagious one, without 


much effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, or em- 
_ 5 pbroiling 
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broiling Europe a ſecond time in the miſe- 
rable Calamities of a vigorous, expenſive 
and deſtructive War. Our Trade is now 
ſecured for the future on a firm Baſis, and a 
ſure and ſolid Foundation; our Merchants 
are to receive full and ample Satisfaction 
for the Depredations of the Spaniards in the 
Indies; the Ship Prince Frederick is to be 
reſtored with all her Effects; and the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Gibralter and Port Mahon, thoſe 
two important Fortreſſes, the Bulwarks 
and Security of our Trade and Navigation, 
is no longer to be difputed, but conceded to 
us to all Intents and Purpoſes, the Tenure 
of all former Treaties being ratified and 
confirmed by this. 


Vartovs were the Speculations of ſome 


People about the Proceedings and the Suc- 
ceſs of the Congreſs at Soiſſons, and as va- 


rious their Conjectures about. the pacifick 
Station (as they were pleas'd to term it) of 
that formidable Fleet, the united Squadron 
of Great Britain and Holland, that lay fo 
long at Spithead, which are only airy No- 
tions, fond Chimæras, 1nviduouſly ſpread 
Abroad, to taint the Reputation of a cer- 
| tain great Man by malicious Miſrepreſen- 
| tations, and render him odious to the whole 
Community. „ 


I have heard it confidently reported, that 
the Governour, the Earl of Port more, ſhould 
declare before he, embarked for his Com- 
mand, that he would not upon any Account 
| | f Whnat- 
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whatſoever deliver the Poſſeſſion of Gihrat. 


ter into the Hands of the Spaniards, without 
the Conſent of both Houfes of Parliament, 


and an eſpecial Order from his Majeſty, 
under his own Hand writing; which daes 
not look as if there were the leaſt Thoughts 
harboured by the Legiſlative Power on this 
Side the Water of parting: paſſively with 


that beneficial and important Place, what“ 


LY 


ever might be alledged, ſippofed or de- 
clared. GED. 


Taz next general Grievance is the Em- 
bargo for above two Months together on all 
Ships bound from Famaica and Virginia, 
which gave an Opportunity to other tra! 
ding Maritime Powers to vend the Commo- 
dities of Americd; ſuch as Sugar, Tobacco 


Sc. at a much better Price than they could 
then reaſonably have expected, if our Com- 


merce from thoſe Parts had not been inter- 
rupted. In this, I think, the Conduct of 
the Governors is juſtifiable; for whereas 
they had repeated Aſſurance and Intelli- 
gence, that the Spaniards had entertained 
Thoughts of invading one of theſe Planta- 
tions, tho' perhaps if they had ſucceeded in 
their Attempt, they could not propoſe to 
maintain their new Acquiſitions, yet they 
would have done us ſuch infinite Damage 
by Sting, depopulating and deſtroying 
thoſe Plantations, that it would hardly be 


worth while to repoſſeſs them, or at leaſt 


the Damage could not be repaired in ſome 
Years; which would {till prove a greater 
5 ; Detri« 


Detriment to our Trade and Navigation 
than a {imple Embargo for a Month or two; 
it being found by woeful Experience, that 
where the Spamards (like the barbarous and 
inhoſpitable Turks) once ſet their Footſteps, 
there grow neither Leaves nor Graſs. 


THe Spamard always takes the firſt Care 
of himſelf, indulges his Nobility, and is 
careleſs of his People; the Nobility, Gen- 
try and Clergy get all, being altogether Tri- 
bute free, the common People being ſo'into- 
lerably burthened, that they are forced to 
leave their ſetled Habitations, not being 
able to provide for their Families, which is 
the Reaſon that ſuch Numbers flock to Spain 
to make their Fortunes, who being Soldados 
de fortuna, and hungry wherewithal, nei- 
ther ſpare Mankind in their Rage, nor the 
Product of the Country in their Avarice. 
It is no wonder therefore that the Inhabi- 
tants of thoſe Countries, ſolicitous of their 
Welfare, did all that in them lay to provide 
for their Security, and prevent, if poſſible, 
the execution of the Projects of the Spani- 
ards: Nor can I ſuppoſe that the ſmall In- 
terval of Time which was ſpent in their 
mutual Defence could be a Loſs, and of 
Conſequence no great Damage ito the Inha- 
bitants; for which was it better and leſs de- 
trimental, to ſuſpend their Commerce for a 
while, or ſupinely lie without any previ- 
ous Conſideration, and let the Spaniards 
come and plunder them at Diſcretion, and 
paſſively cry after W Gravity, pa- 


tie uta 


Rent ia per force unde no ai Remedio, ſhrug up 
their Shoulders, and thank their own Indo- 


lence for their Misfortunes and the irrepa- 
rable Damages which they received. 


As I. have conſidered already the Motives 
to this Rupture with Spain, it will be ſu- 

erfluous to hang much longer on that Sub- 
ject; therefore, to cut ſhort my Narrat ion, 
J will give you a- sketch or two of ſome 
material and principaFCaufes that firſt in- 
duced the Spaniards to have recourſe to 
Arms. Firft then, The Spaniards in the 


French Intereſt, thro” the glorious and re- 


peated Succeſſes of the confederated Allies, 
were reduced to that low Ebb of Fortune, 
that they were forced to fly for Shelter to 
the utmoſt Confines of their Territory; 
General Stanhope and Count Staremberg ha- 
ving defeated themin twomemorable Battles, 
Almanza and Saragoſſa, march'd directly to 
Madrid, the Metropolitan of their King- 
dom. The generality of the Spaniards ha- 
ting the Tyranny of arbitrary and deſpo- 
tick Government, had deferted the Intereſs 
of King Philip, and had declared for the 
Houſe of Autriu; and as the Confederates 
marched along were often heard to cry, 
Vive Carolus trecexus. The King therefore 
wiſely foreſeeing that there was no ſubſiſt ing 
or ſupporting his Pretenſions to the Crown 
of Spain without the Aſſiſfance of France, 
feeing that the loſs of one conſiderable 
Battle would decide the Controverſy and 
determins the Fate of Empire, was e 


1 
Ntated to ſubmit to any Terms which the 


Court of France could propoſe, to put an 
End to the War that had coſt Europe fo much 


1 Blood and Treaſure, 


THE French having loſt moſt of their 
new Acquilitions, the fortified Frontier 
Towns, that were the Bulwark of his He- 
reditary Country, wiſely foreſaw that if 
there was not a ſpeedy Ceſſation of Hoſti- 
lities the Duke of Marlborongh would have 
proclaim'd her Britaunick Majeſty, before two 
Campaigns were finiſhed, Queen of France, 
within the Gates of Paris, made ſome Over- 
tures of Peace, which, upon the Change of 
Miniſtry, were ſtrenuouſſy promoted on the 
Part of the French: King, and willingly ac- 
cepted by the Miniſtry of Great Britain; 
For the victorious Duke of Marlborough be- 
ing removed from the Command of the 
Army, they were afraid that if his Succeſ- 
for ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to looſe one 
Battle, it would ruin their Meaſures, and 
bring in the diſcarded Miniſtry, 


Ix the Preliminary Articles which were 
fign'd, it was ſtipulated that there ſhould 
be a Partition of the Spaniſh Monarchy ; 
the Emperor of Germany was to have the 
Iſland of Sardinia, with the Dukedom of 

Milan, Mantua, Naples, &c. in Italy: The 
Duke of Savcy was to have Sicil), with the 
Title of a King; and King Philip was for- 
mally and bona fide, to renounce all his 
Pretenſions, all Right, Title, Intereſt. and 
5 . Property 
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Property to Gibralter, and the Iſland of 

Minorca, to her Britiſh Majeſty Queen 
Anne; and a Congreſs being form'd at 
Utrecht, a Peace was ratified and concluded 
by all the Potentates in the Grand Alli- 
ance, excluſive of the Emperor and the 
Empire, in the Year 1513. to our eternal 
Diſhonour and Difgrace, Monſieur de Torcy 
having cajol'd a certain Secretary of State 
of Great Britatn with his Cunning Art and 
Sophiſtry: “ I hope, ſaid be, that you will 
* not take Advantage of my Age and Decay 
of Memory, to the Prejudice of my 
% Maſter's Intereſt, ſince you had ſo much 
* Youth on your Side, ſo great a Capacity 
* and Skill in the Management of your 
Roya! Miſtreſſes's Affairs. 3 


SPAIN having had by this Treaty time 
to breath and to recover herſelf, being freed 
from the Apprehenſions of a Competitor 
for his Imperial Crown, was reſolved no 
longer to abide by thoſe harſh Rules that 
were preſcrib'd him by the Court of France, 
was reſolved to reunite thoſe diſmember'd 
Parts of his. Dominions, by degrees, to the 
Spaniſh Monarchy, 7 ad 


Secondly, King Philip's Friendſhip was 
only from the Teeth outwards, being only 
a fore'd and feign'd Affection, which did 
not proceed from the real Intention of the 
Mind!: He was irritated and bore us a ſecret 
and 1nveterate Grudge for the A fliſtance we 
gave the preſent Emperor, to diſturb him 

9 Ain 


Ly i 


in the quiet and peaceable Poſſeſſion of his 
Throne; and therefore having concluded 
with the Emperor at Vienna a Treaty of- 
fenſive and defenſive, thought himſelf in a 
Condition to deal with us; and by the help 
of his Situation and Vicinity, and the Di- 
advantage of our Diſtance from Gibralter, 
' to wreſt it out of our Hands, which having 
once got into his Poſſeſſion, he did not 
doubt by the like Surprize to make a Con- 
queſt of the whole Iſland of Minorca, or 
oblige us to keep a Fleet continually in 
the Mediterranean Sea; which would be ſo 
expenſive to us, that we ſhould ſoon grow ]- 
tird of the Burthen, and, in Proceſs of 
Time, look upon it like a fecond Tanger, 
a Place of more Coſt than Worſhip, | 


Thirdly, TyarT hy regaining theſe two 
important Places he had it in his Power, 
when he pleas'd, to embarraſs us in our 
Trade and Navigation, and bring our Necks 
to the grinding otone; and, laſtly, he might 
be prompted on by our good Proteſtant Re- 
Fugee Subjects, who are fled to Spain to skreen 
themſelves from that Cenſure which their 1 
Actions and their Demerits juſtly deſerve, 
in hopes that the Diſtraction and the Diſſa- 
tisfaction of their Friends at home, might, 
with the Ailiftance of the Spaniſh Nation, 
put 1t once more in their Power to re- 
trieve their deſperate Fortunes, and rein- 
ſtate them in their former Capacities and 
Employ ments. | _ 
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SOME indeed are pleas'd to doubt, whe- 
ther the Treaty lately publiſh'd by Mr. 
Buckley be a genuine one, becauſe it does 

not appear to be publiſhed by Authority. 

To this I anſwer, that it was never judg'd 

neceſſary by a wiſe Legiſlative Power to 

publiſh the Articles of a Treaty concluded 
with any foreign Power before the ſaid 

Treaty was either approved or diſapproved, 

or had the Sanction of both Houſes of Par- 

liament. Yet there are ſome Men that 

night have Intereſt enough to learn the 
literal Senſe and Meaning of them, tho 
they could not attain to the expreſs Words 
of the Treaty. In ſuch Caſes it is cuſto- 
mary to make Obſervations on it, to inform 
the Nation whether it is calculated for the 

Benefit and Advantage or the Diſadvantage 

of the Community; and in ſuch Caſes, I 

dare ſay, no Man of Veracity will publiſh 

an erroneous Conſtruction, calculated on 

b urpoſe to impoſe upon the World, by 

ſtraining it to the Senſe which the Words 

will not bear, and could not poſſibly be in- 
tended by the contracting Parties; becauſe 
luch a Publication will rather redound to 
his Diſadvantage than his Credit, and be 

Injurious to the Character of the Mi- 

niſtry. | 


Yer I find our Author does not abſo- 
lutely deny the Tenure of the Articles, 
but only furmiſes ſuch a Thing, becauſe 
they were not publiſhed by Authority, 
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which is only a vain Surmize, and Like his 
Syllogiſt ick Way of Arguing; I believe it 

is not ſo, therefore it muſt not be ſo; which 
rather diſcovers his Rancour and Spleen than 

his Integrity. 45 = 


Fox whenever Diviſion and Diſtraction, 
Diſplacency, Concord and Unity, ſo like 

the precious Ointment that ran down from 
the on to the Skirts of the Sacrificer's 
Garment, diſturb the CEconomy of good 
Government, and diforder the ſteady Courſe 
of Meum and Tunm, Juſtice is put to a 
Nonplus, being courted of all Hands at the 


raſt Expence of fawning Rhetorick and 


Reward, whilſt both Parties endeavour to 
make her the Patron of their Pretenſions: 
So that when Juſtice ſeeks Redrefs, or Wrong 
and Injury implore Relief, Juſtice, like a 
certain kind of Centinel, demands who are 
ye for? and puts ye to the Shzbboleth Teſt, 
before {he will admit a Parley. And while 
the Nation is thus embroiled, what can be 
expected but ſeva Fuſta continue accuſationes, 
e fallaces Amicitia, which only tend to Ruin 
and Deſtruction: A Scene far different from 
thoſe Times of Unity and Peace of which 
Tacitus ſpeaks, when it was lawful to thiuk 
What a Man pleas'd, and ſpeak what he 
thought, provided there was any Verity in 
what he ſpoke; the ſureſt Character of na- 
tional Quiet and Unanimity. 


Tux Romans had no leſs than four Tem- 
ples in Rome, dedicated to Concord, more 
| 8 than 
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than Are ſometimes to be found in ſome 
Chriſtian Cities, which have three times the 
Number of Churches. Concord is the Me- 
dulla Spinalis of a Kingdom, that fortifies 
and ſtrengthens the ſeveral Parts of a Realm, 
ies it Force and Activity, and makes it 
pliable to all the Performances of Virtue 
and heroick Magnanimity; that renders it 
compact and ſtrong at Home, and formida- 
ble Abroad, and conſequently ſecure from 
clandeſtine and domeſtick Diſtempers, and 
the Menaces of foreign Violence. And for 
this Reaſon it was, that the Thebans aſſign'd 
the Protection of their City to the Goddeſs 
Harmenia; thereby intimating the vaſt Be- 
nefits which Kingdoms and Cities received 
from the ſtrict obſervance of Unity and 
Concord among themſelves: And the Achæ- 
ans then flouriſhed moſt highly in Renown, 
when Singularium urbium pericula mutuis vi- 
7ibus propuljabant ; for fach was the Concord 
and Unanimity of the feveral Cities under 
their Juriſdiction, that they were ſaid to be 
but one City environed with ſeveral Walls. 
I with I could fay fo much of our Country- 
men within the reſpective Towns, Cities and 
Villages of the Dominions of Great Britain; 
but ſuch a Bleſling will ſcarce be felt in this 
Climate. And it is further recorded to their 
Fame, that while Juſtice and Concord held 
the Reins of their Government, not all the 
Force of their confederated Adverſaries could 
remove them from their Station: But when 
thoſe Virtues were exiled by Avarice and 
Ambition, and the Poiſon of CO 
- Infuſcec 
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infuſed itſelf into their Councils, then fell 
that noble and renowned Commonwealth; 
whoſe Felicities of Juſtice and Concord 
proceeded from the equal Poiſe between the 
Authority of the ſupream Rulers and the 
Peoples Liberty. 


Bur the Concord and Unanimity of a 
Nation more eſpecially born to Freedom, 
and the remembrance of their Anceſtors 
heroick Atchievements, are ſuch frightful 
Apparitions to the jealous Politicks of all 
the neighbouring World, that every one 
endeavours to prevent the Progreſs of ſuch 
a menacing Aſſociation; nor are the fatal 

Inſtruments of Diſcord wanting to ailiſt 
and forward their Deſigns. So prevalent 
are the Sedulous and Crafty to the Service 
of the worſt of Miſtreſſes. EE 


AMONG the reſt none have infuſed their 
Poiſon more deeply into the Veins of a 
thoughtleſs Multitude, who have not Pene- 
tration enough to diſcern the dark Ar- 
cana's of a curious Pen, than thoſe Party 
Scribblers, combined againſt the Maxims of 
good CEeconomy and civil Society, whoſe 
only Buſineſs and Employment it is in this 
World to incenſe the People againſt their 
Princes, and the Princes againſt their Sub- 
jects; they are a Set of uſeleſs, worthleſs 
Men, as Dr. Sacheverel explains it, conceiv'd 
in Faction, nurs'd in Sedition, and bred up 
in Rebellion; theſe _ far exceed Proteus, 

or 
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or any Infernal 2 in the aſſumption of 
Shapes and formal Diſguiſes. = . 


TT becomes every true Chriſtian, and 


every faithful Subject, to arm themfelves 
againſt theſe ſeveral Peſts of National Con- 


cord and Unanimity, which cannot be bet- 


ter effected than by diſcrediting whatever 


they ſhall write or aver for Matter of Fact; 


for it can be no Crime for Men born free, to 


preſerve their ancient Rights and Liberties 
by the proper and legal Means prefcribed 
by the fundamental Laws of the Lind, It 
can be no Crime to countermine the hidden 
_ Frains of ambitious Projects and ſelf-inte- 
refted Reports, which are grounded on vain 
Surmizes, and for prefent Gratification lie 
ſapping- the very Foundation of. all Com- 
mon good, and National Peace and Tran- 
quillity. It can be no Offence to have a 
watchful and vigilant Eye upon the con- 
cealed Corroders into the Bowels of Law 
and Liberty, and to difplay the Diſcoveries 


of their Wiles and Frauds; for, for want of 


Detection, the Law looſes in part the op- 
Portunity of Reformation. | 


To ſerve & Prince becauſe we receive 


particular Graces and Benefits from his Au- 


thority, is no Obedience but Self-matereſt, 


and conſequently there is no aſfurance of 


their Fidelity, which changes in an Inſtant 


on the hopes of a better Market. I write 
this in reference to a certain Perſon, who 
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at a certain Time, in a certain Place, pre. 


tended he had voluntarily quitted an Em- 
puloy, becauſe he could not in Conſcience 
chime in with the Meaſures that were taken 


by the Miniſtry; when at the very ſame 
Time it was evident he quitted the one in 
hopes of getting another Poſt of more Profit, 
Grandeur and Power than the other; which 
being refus'd him, it has incens'd our noble 
Patriot, ſo that he has not ſince been recon- 
ciled to his Antagoniſt. In this unhappy 
Difference betwixt theſe two great Men, 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs of Great Bri- 
tain will, in ſome meaſure, bear an Anology 
to that of Rome in the Days of Ceſar and 


Pompey, when the one could not bear an 


Equal, nor the other a Superior, with this 


only Difference, that there has been no 


Blood ſpilt in the Diſpute on either 
A „ 


Ver tho? there has been no other Vio- 


lence offer'd by either Party but what has 
been done by Pen and Ink, I am confident 
the common and united Intereft of the Na- 


tion has ſuffer'd by the Miſunderſtanding 
that is betwixt them; for it 1s certainly 


the ſame Thing, whether Intereſt adviſe 


or act, according to that of the learned 
Biſhop Taylor: Many, ſays be, have got 
* a Trick of giving People over to the 
„Secular Power, which at the beſt is no 
5 better than Hypocriſy, removing Envy 
from themſelves, and laying it upon 
* others; a refuſing to do that in an ex- 
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* ternal Act which they do in Councel and 
* Approbation; which is only tranſmitting 
„ the Act to another. and retaining a Pro- 
portion of the Guilt to themſelves, even 
their own and the others too? 


I come now to conſider the Treaty of 
Seville in its moſt material Branches, with 
regard to the Intereſt of Great Britain. By 
the firſt Article we have not only the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of Gibralter and Port Mahon confirm'd 
to us, but alſo a free, uninterrupted, advan- 
tag ious and beneficial Trade, granted to all 


the Ports of his Catholick Majeſty's Domi- 


nions both in Europe and America; this 
Treaty being grounded on all other Treaties. 
It is objected, that the Pretenſions of the 
Spauiards to the Fortreſs of Gibralter is 


Founded on the Conceſſion in the Conven- 


tion at Madrid, in the Year 1721. and that 
therefore it is apprehended that they will 
renew their Claim when Time and Oppor- 
tunity ſerves, ſince that Convention as well 


as any other, is confirmed by the firſt Ar: 
ticles: But here the Author does not cons 


ſider that there was a formal Rennnciation 
made by his Catholick Majeſty in the 


ſtrongeſt, ſecureſt and moſt effectual Man: 
mer at the Treaty of Utrecht, when he con- 


ſented to the Partition of the Spaniſh Mo- 
narchy, in order to procure a general Peace, 
which he very much wanted at that Time; 
and that if he had an Aſlurance given him 
at Madrid to have that Garriſon furrender'd 
to him, it was only a verbal Promiſe and a 

t . private 


private Contract, which was neither ratified 
or confirmed by his late Majeſty, or any 


Miniſter Plenipotentiary: And as all in- 
tended Contracts that are not ſign'd are void 


at the Demiſe of either of the contracting 


Parties; ſo his late Majeſty being defunct 
before the Conveyance was executed, his 


preſent Majeſty is in no Ways obligated to 
ſtand to that Agreement, it being pre judi- 
cial to him and the Welfare of his People. 


Ann as his Catholick Majeſty has bound 


himſelf, his Heirs and Succeſſors, in Caſe 
of any Danger, Rupture, or Civil Commo- 


tions, to guarantee all his Britzþ Majeſty's 
Kingdoms, States and Dominions, we have 
no reaſon to doubt but that Gibralter and 
the Ifland of Minorca are ſignified under 
one of theſe Denominations. For as by the 
Treaty of Utrecht they are become Part of 
his Majeſty's Dominions, the ſecond. Ar- 
ticle needs no explanation, nor will it bear 
a double Meaning or Conſtruction, it being 
cxpreſs'd in Terms as clear as thoſe in favour 
of Don Carlos. 10 


Ap whereas it has been frequently de- 
clared and is {till inſiſted on by the Mini- 
ſters of his Britannick Majeſty, and thoſe 
of the Moſt Chriſtian King, that the Con- 
ceſſions that were made by the King of Spain 
to the Offend Company, his Imperial Ma- 
zeſty's Subjects, contained no leſs than an 


Infraction of the Treaties of Commerce, 


antecedent to the Year 1724. his Catholick 
. | Majeſty 
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Majeſty declares that he never directly or 
indirectly had any ſuch Meaning, which 
was a Conceſſion that could not well be 
expected, or a Declaration that he never 
would have made, provided he had not a 
ſincere Deſign to cultivate a ſtrict Union 
and Friendſhip with his Britamick Majeſty. 


THE Queen of Spain has for a conſide- 
rable Time had at heart the Succeſſion of 
Don Carlos to the Dutchies of Tuſcany, 
Parma and Placentia; and as ſhe had Intereſt 
enough to influence the Spaniſh Councils, 
there 1s no manner of doubt but that it 
was that Affair that has hitherto retarded 
the Concluſion of the Peace. For as by the 
Quadruple Alliance he was appointed to 
ſucceed, in Caſe the Grand Duke ſhould 
die without Iſſue, with this reſerve, that 
thoſe Dutchies were to be garriſon'd with 
Neutral Troops, the King of Spain not to 
take upon himſelf the Care of the Prince no- 
minated to. poſſeſs thoſe Dominions; and 
that during the Lives of the preſent Poſſeſ- 
ſors, neither the Emperor, the King of 
Spain, or the King of France, or the Prince 
before-mentioned, ſhall be permitted to in- 
troduce any Troops of their own Nations, 
or of any other Nation in their Pay, into 
_ theſe Dominions, nor to put any Garriſons 
Into any of the Towns, Ports, Cittadels or 
Fortreſſes belonging to them. But for ſecu- 
ring the eventual Succeſfion upon the De- 
with of the preſent Poſſeſſors, the princi- 


pal Places of thoſe Dominions ſhall be gar- 
| riſon'd 
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riſon'd with a Body of Swiſs Forces not ex- 
ceeding 6000 Men; to be paid by Germany, 


France and Great Britain, in equal Propor- 


tions : Or if the Swiſs Cantons could not 


conveniently raiſe ſuch a Number of Troops 


ſoon enough for that Service, his Britannick 
Majeſty was to furniſh them, with the Con- 


ſent of the contracting Powers, till the 
_ Swiſs Troops could be rais'd to take Poſſeſ- 


ſion of thoſe Places. This was the Tenure 


of the Quadruple Alliance. As to the Suc- 


ceſſion, whereas it is ſtipulated by the pre- 
ſent Treaty, that Leghorn, Porto Ferrajo, 
Parma and Placentia, ſhall be garriſon'd by 
6000 Men, of his Catholick Majeſty's Sub- 
jects. I cannot imagine why the Emperor 
ſhould refuſe to accede to this Treaty; 
for what ſignifies it whether the aforeſaid 


Towns be garriſon'd with Spaniſh inſtead of 


Nentral Troops, ſince this Variation cannot 
alter the Property or Tenure of the Qua- 
druple Alliance, to which the Emperor ac- 
ceded with all the Good-will and Freedom 
1maginable ? Nor can I ſuppoſe that ſuch an 


inconſiderable Number of Troops ſhould 


give any Umbrage to the Italian Princes, 
except it be that as they are Spaniſh Troops; 
they would maintain his Title more effectu- 


ally than the Neutral Troops, who being 


under the Direction of the three Kings, 
durſt not attempt any Thing without their 
Command, Confent or Approbation. 
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